U, S NOTE SHARP AND TO THE

POINT—DELIVERED TODAY

Washington, July 24 —President
Wilton’s nots to Cermany, mzade
public Tast might, I8 Intended nd &
final warning from {BeUnited States
that no further attacks must be made
on Ametican merchant ships by Ger-
man submarines and carries a veiled
threst of stern action in the event
that the warning (& not heeded and
there ls & repetition in contravention
of neutral rights.

“The government of the United
States will continue to contend for
the freedom of the seas, from what-
ever quarter violated, without com-
promise and At any cOSL™ the note
deciares.

*Rapetition by the commanders of
German naval vesssls of zots in con-
travention of neutrul rights must be
regarded by the government of the

Tnited States, when they affect
American oltizens, aa deliberstely un-
friendly.

“The government of the United
States Is not nnmindful of the extra-
ordinary conditions created by this
war or of the radical alterstions of
circumsisnces and method of attack
produced by the use of instrumentali-
ties of naval warfars which the na-
tions of the world cannot bave bad in
view when the existing rules of inter-
antional law were formulated, and it
is ready to makae every reasonable al-
lowanee far these novel and unex-
pected aspects of war at sea, but it
cannot consent to abats any essential
or fundamental right of its people be-
cause of a mere alteration of circam-
siance.

“The rights of neutrals in time of
war are based upon principle, not
upon expediency, and are
immutable. It Is the duty and obliga-
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pow circumstances (o

characterized the activities of the Im-
perial German navy within the so-
called war-zone in substantial accond

with the acoepted practices of regu- |

lnted warfare. The whole world has
looked with interest and increasing
satisfaction at the demonstration of
that possibility by German naval
commanders, It is manifestly pos-
therefore, lift the whole

sible, to

practice of submarine attack above |
the criticism which It has aroused |
snd remove the chief cause of of-

fense.

“In view of the admission of il-
logality made by the Imperial gov-
ernment when it pleaded the right of
retalintion in defense of its acts, and
in view of the manifest poasibility of
conforming o the rules of estab-
lished naval warfare, the govern-
ment of the United States cannot be-
lieve that the imperial government
will lTonger refrain from disavowing
the wanton act of its naval comman-
der In sinking the Lusitanis or from
offering reparation of the American
|ives lost, so far as reparation can be
made for a needless destruction of
human lives by an {legal act.

“The government of the United
ftates and the imperial Gorman gov-
ernment are contending for the sama
great object, having long stood to-
gether In urging the very principles
upon which the government of the
United Btates now so solemmly ine
sists. They are both contending for
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